Washington Elementary School
Volunteer Committees and Event Descriptions
A. Art Reach – School-wide art program for all students.   Local artists serve as art teachers, throughout the school year.
B. Back-to-School Night, September 23, 2009 - Work with school staff and PTO board to organize back-to-school night activities, including PTO program advertising, membership drive and volunteer solicitations.  Parents visit classrooms and meet their child’s new teacher.  PTO sponsors a family dinner event.
C. Character Education - Helps raise awareness of the life skills of respect, responsibility, citizenship, caring, trustworthiness and fairness  through outdoor bulletin boards  displaying student work, "Caught being you being respectful" coupons (responsible, caring, trustworthy, fair and a good citizen) and six assemblies that showcase a specific character trait through student- generated skits.   Students receive certificates and recognition for their modeling of the character trait that is emphasized during these assemblies.
D. Family Fridays – Held the first Friday of every month.  Parents meet with the principal for 15 minutes to receive the latest information about the school’s programs and events and then visit their child’s classroom for 30 minutes.
E. Fifth Grade Activities - Parent Committee - Cotillion Ballroom Dance. Meet with principal and fifth grade teachers regarding schedule of activities. Plan fundraising events to raise monies for the for the last days' activities for 5th graders.  Coordinate within The Fifth Grade Activities Committee a budget for activities, communicate between 5th Grade Activities Committee, and PTO Treasurer.  Committee will also make plans for any funds remaining at the end of activities to designate as fifth graders' gift to school.

F. Fund-raising Coordinators - Advertise and promote sales of products or participation in promotional programs. Remit net profits to PTO Treasurer.

G. Halloween Carnival – PTO Fundraising event held on or before Halloween after school.  Teachers and parents provide carnival games and activities for students and families.  Refreshments are sold and parents and students are invited to wear costumes during the event only.
H. Volunteer Luncheon – School staff prepares a luncheon for the parent and community volunteers.   Certificates and awards are presented at this annual end-of-year volunteer luncheon.

I. Hospitality - Responsible for Welcome Back Teachers' Breakfast, “Back to School" and “Open House” refreshments, Valentine's Day for teachers, Teacher Appreciation Week, PTO Officer Installation Dinner, Secretaries' Day, and PTO Holiday Party. Upon request, and with adequate notice, provide treats for unit meetings or unit-sponsored programs.
J. Kindergarten Orientation - Hold program for upcoming year's kindergarten students and their parents. Coordinate program with administration and kindergarten teachers. Responsible for having key PTO officers (e.g. President) at program to speak about the PTO.
K. Publicity Coordinator - Responsible for placing articles in the Mercato and other media forums as needed regarding events at school.  

L. Red Ribbon Week - Plan and coordinate student activities and distribute materials designed to educate students about the dangers of drug and alcohol abuse.

M. Room Parent Coordinator - Responsible for informing room parents of responsibilities for Teacher Appreciation Week, Winter  Holiday Party, Valentine's Day Party, Classroom Teacher’s birthday and End-of-the-Year Classroom  Party.  Acts as a liaison between the classroom teacher and classroom parents.  Works closely with the classroom teacher.
N. Science / Interest Fair- Publicize at least one quarter in advance the fair dated and rules for entries. Coordinate with administration and staff regarding rules and format. Responsible for at least three (3) days including, but not limited to, set-up, exhibit, class walk-through and clean-up. Coordinate entries, set-up and space facilities. Prepare participation certificates. Responsible for enforcing fire/safety rules and upholding tradition of non-competitive format.

O. Super Stars Student Recognition -Prepare certificates and have copies made, meet with principal regarding assembly schedule (one per trimester).  Must be prepared to supervise three assemblies per recognition day. Provide punch and cookies for recipients and coordinate reception following assembly.  Photograph students and their teachers for the bulletin board in the office.
P. Summer Kick-Off Carnival - PTO sponsored event at the end of the academic school year.  Food and games are provided for all students.
Q. Talent Show - Responsible for at least a one-night show and a school showcase assembly during school hours. Publicize at least one quarter in advance show date and rules for acts. Coordinate tryouts, rehearsals and entire production.   Also responsible for meeting with principal and setting appropriate guidelines for acts, including music, scripts and costumes. Coordinate with SAY Primetime Program. Also responsible for upholding tradition of non-competitive format.
R. Walk-A-Thon – School event coordinated with Little Italy Association to raise funds for after school programs.  Students and their families walk through Little Italy on a Saturday morning during the spring.  
S. Washington Foundation - Participate in monthly meetings, grant writing and other fundraising events and efforts.

T. Winter Holiday Class Performances – Annual Winter Holiday event that showcases student participation in singing holiday themed songs and poems.  PTO provides refreshments for students and parents after the performances.
